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HE OSA School of Theatre is an innovative and award-
winning comprehensive training program which prepares
students for post-secondary education and employment
in theatre performance, creation, and scholarship. For more
information please visit www.oakarts.org/school-theatre.

PERFORMANCE VENUES:

Marion E. Greene Black Box Theatre
530 19th Street, Oakland

Historic Sweet’s Ballroom
1933 Broadway, Oakland

For tickets visit www.oakarts.org
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WELCOME!

HIS YEAR we offer

the largest and most

diverse mainstage season

in OSA School of

Theatre history. We're
also broadening our commitment to
offering students windows into the
professional world by co-producing
two of our mainstage plays with
Crowded Fire Theatre and Ubuntu
Theatre Project.

For 2018-19, the schools of art
at OSA have come together around
the theme of home, and the myriad
ways in which we can define it and,
ultimately, create it. While each
offering of our 2018-19 season has
some connection to what it means to
find a home, we’ve designated specific
productions as part of the school-wide
OSA Home Project.

Our season is a combination of
voices familiar to OSA audiences and
some voices new to OSA. We return
to the sublime work of Sarah Ruhl,
whose version of Anton Chekhov’s
Three Sisters opened our season four
years ago. We return to the equally
sublime work of Shakespeare. And
we open the year with a world
premiere cabaret event in which
we revisit some of our favorite
songs that reflect LGBTQ history
and contributions to the American
musical songbook.

Yet we're also thrilled to welcome
new voices. Our first play of the
season 1s the School of Theatre’s first
production of a work by Young Jean

Lee, a respected and provocative voice
in contemporary American theatre.
Our annual New Works Festival is a
long-standing platform for new voices
in theatre. Another voice new to the
School of Theatre is the Texas-based
playwright Liz Coronado Castillo,
who will help us continue a focus on
intersectional theatre.

Castillo will help to anchor our
annual Spring Rep, which this season
is being transformed into the OSA
Latinx Theatre Festival. As part of it,
we’ll produce a world premiere play
inspired by both Central American
folklore and Ovid’s Metamorphoses
and staged readings of plays by Maria
Irene Fornes, Caridad Svich, and
Luis Valdez, all of them renowned
playwrights who are the driving
forces of modern American Latinx
theatre. We’ll continue our tradition
of hosting a panel discussion as part of
the Spring Rep, this year focusing on
how home is defined and created by
immigrant and diaspora communities
in the United States. The festival
and public events are the School of
Theatre’s largest contribution to the
OSA Home Project.

Please join us and help us continue
to be one of the largest producers of
live theatre in Oakland. We couldn’t
do it without you, and we’re excited
to welcome you into our home, where
anything is possible!

~ Matthew Travisano
OSA Artistic Director
Chair, School of Theatre
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THE 2018-2019 SEASON

I'M COMING OuT:

A CeLesearioN Or Coueaae, Peioe ANO LIVING Qur Louo

Created by Cindy Goldfield and Lynden Bair
Directed hy Cindy Goldfield

Performances: Fri. Oct 5 (7pm), Sat. Oct 6 (7pm)
Location: Historic Sweet's Ballroom

In celebration of LGTBQ History Month, our first production of the year is a world premiere cabaret event.
I'm Coming Out highlights songs from the American musical songbook that celebrate queer identity and highlight the contributions
of queer composers and lyricists. The cabaret will feature beloved songs from musicals such as The Color Purple, Fun Home,
La Cage aux Folles, Hedwig and the Angry Inch, Avenue @, Rent and much more.

This production is part of the 0SA Home Project, a year-long exploration at 0SA
of the different ways we create a place to call home.

OSA o
Hle]

Church

Written by Young Jean Lee
Directed by Matthew Travisano

PRODUCED IN ASSOCIATION WITH CROWDED FIRE THEATRE

Free Preview: Wed. Oct 24 (7pm)
Performances: Thu. Oct 25 (7pm), Fri. Oct 26 (7pm), Sat. Oct 27 (7pm)
Location: Historic Sweet's Ballroom

Unlike anything we've ever produced, Young Jean Lee's genre-defying play
examines the place of faith in an era of sound-byte and sensationalism. Yet it's also an earnest celebration of
the divine through language and narrative. Church is a co-production with San Francisco-based Crowded Fire Theatre,
the Bay Area’s leading professional producer of new work.

This production is recommended for audiences aged 14 and up.
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THE 2018-2019 SEASON

EURYDICE

Written by Sarah Ruhl
Directed by Matthew Travisano

Free Preview: Wed. Dec 5 (7pm)
Performances: Thu. Dec 6 (7pm), Fri. Dec 7 (7pm), Sat. Dec 8 (7pm)
Location: Marion E. Greene Black Box Theatre

We're excited to return to the work of Sarah Ruhl, whose version of Anton Chekhov's Three Sisters
opened our 2014-15 season. Eurydice is Ruhl’s gorgeous retelling of the Orpheus and Eurydice myth. It's both
a fopsy-turvy take on a classic narrative and an emotion-tugging exploration of love and loss. This production

will feature the talents of our extraordinary middle school acting students.

Eurydice is presented by special arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH, INC.

The &bth Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee

Conceived by Rebecca Feldman
Book and lyrics by Rachel Sheinkin
Music by William Finn
Directed by Nicole Helfer

Free Preview: Wed. Jan 30 (7pm)
Performances: Thu. Jan 31 (7pm), Fri. Feb 1 (7pm), Sat. Feb 2 (7pm), Sun. Feb 3 (2pm)
Location: Marion E. Greene Black Box Theatre

This irreverent—and simultaneously touching—musical comedy pits young spellers against each other in
the dog-eat-dog world of the annual Putnam County Spelling Bee. Along the way, we learn the personal stories
of the spellers, long for a juice box and hug from the Comfort Counselor, and receive an education
about what capybaras are and how they could be considered chimerical.

This production is recommended for audiences aged 12 and up.
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THE 2018-2019 SEASON

The Vagina Monologues (V-Day)
+ New Works Festival 2019

Artistic Directors: Sologne Patterson & Cindy Goldfield
Produced in association with Oakland Elizabeth House

V-Day Performance: Thu. Feb 14 (7pm)
New Works Performances: Fri. Feb 15 (7pm), Sat. Feb 16 (2pm/7pm)
Location: Historic Sweet's Ballroom

Our annual Valentine's Day tradifion returns! Eve Ensler's landmark play of female empowerment
The Vagina Monologuesis paired with our festival of thought-provoking new plays created and directed by our playwriting majors. For the first
time in many years, the festival returns home to OSA's historic Sweet's Ballroom. Proceeds from our production of The Vagina Monologues will
once again be donated to Oakland Elizabeth House, a place of empowerment and refuge for women and their children.

This production is recommended for audiences aged 12 and up.

Hamlet

Written by William Shakespeare
Dramaturgy by Becky Potter
Directed by Matthew Travisano

PRODUCED IN ASSOCIATION WITH UBUNTU THEATRE PROJECT

Free Preview: Wed. Feb 27 (7pm)
Performances: Thu. Feb 28 (7pm), Fri. Mar 1 (7pm), Sat. Mar 2 (2pm/7pm), Sun. Mar 3 (2pm)
Location: Marion E. Greene Black Box Theatre

It's probably the most famous and most written-about play in human history. Yet it's also, at heart,
the simplest of stories: a young person faced with asserting control over the seemingly uncontrollable.
Our bold and accessible staging of Shakespeare's most iconic tragedy will be a co-production with
Ubuntu Theatre Project, Oakland's leading professional ensemble-based theatre.
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SPRING REP 2019 / LATINX THEATRE FESTIVAL

FULL
lLas Metamorfosis

World Premiere
Written by Matthew Travisano
Directed by Nicole Helfer
Free Preview: Wed. Apr 24 (7pm)
Performances: Thu. Apr 25 (7pm), Sat. Apr 27 (7pm),
Fri. May 3 (7pm), Sun. May 5 (2pm)

STAGINGS

Aye, Nol
West Coast Premiere
Written by Liz Coronado Castillo
Directed by Sologne Patterson
Free Preview: Fri. Apr 26 (3pm)
Performances: Fri. Apr 26 (7pm), Sun. Apr 28 (2pm),
Thu. May 2 (7pm), Sat. May 4 (7pm)

STAGED READINGS
doot Smit Sarita Red Bike
Written by Luis Valdez Written by Maria Irene Fornes Written by Caridad Svich
Directed by Anita Reyes Directed by Becky Potter Directed by Matthew Travisano

Performance: Mon. Apr 29 (7pm)

Performance: Wed. May 1 (7pm)

Performance: Wed. May 1 (7pm)

All shows take place in the Marion E. Greene Black Box Theatre

HISYEAR'’S annual Spring Rep

is dedicated to Latinx theatre,

and we kick it oft with a nod

to beginnings as we premiere

a new play which combines
Mexican folklore and Ovid’s Roman-era
stories collectively called Metamorphoses. Las
Metamorfosis will be built as a collaboration
between the playwright and students.

Running in rotation with Las Metamorfosis
is Liz Coronado Castillo’s intersectional farce Aye,
No! which receives its West Coast premiere. Alicia
goes off to college and falls in love with Cathy,
bringing her home to her tias and her abuelita
who are shocked to find that Alicia is gay and that
her girlfriend is Anglo. Add in some fairy drag
queens and what results is a charming comedy
with a resonant message about tolerance.
In addition to these full productions we’ll

offer a series of staged readings featuring
more examples of work by widely-regarded
Latinx playwrights. Luis Valdez was the first
Latinx playwright to have a play performed on
Broadway and who all but founded the Latinx
theatre movement in the fields of Central

California. His seminal work Zoot Suit is
directed by guest artist Anita Reyes, a company
member of Teatro Campesino (the world’s
leading Latinx theatre) and the chair of the
Theatre Department at San Jose City College.

The other staged reading pairs two plays by
an iconoclastic playwright and one of her most
renowned students. The Cuban-born playwright
Maria Irene Fornes had her first play performed
in San Francisco and went on to worldwide
acclaim, becoming one of the most produced
Latinx playwrights of the 20th century. Her
play Sarita is an emotionally charged story of a
woman caught between her past and her future.
Fornes’ play is paired with Caridad Svich’s Red
Bike, a powertul narrative which charts the lives
of three young people and the changes that
arrive to their neighborhood.

This production is part
of The Home Project, a
year-long exploration
at OSA of the different
ways we create a place
to call home.

OSA
()
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